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been sold for $3.7 million.
Anthony Amato said that he had
purchased the four-story, near-7,500
square foot building, which had formerly
been a storage facility for restaurant
equipment, in 1961 for around $20,000.
He ran the opera house with his wife,
Sally, who passed away in 2000.
Now 88 years old, Mr. Amato will
be semi-retired. However, he said
that the company will continue to
mount performances around the city
and to raise money for scholarships for
young artists.
Adam Leitman Bailey and Guy Arad,
partners at Adam Leitman Bailey, P.C.,
represented Mr. Amato’s ownership entity,
319 Bowery, LLC.
Andrew W. Albstein and Lisa Nasiak,
a partner and associate respectively at
Goldberg Weprin & Ustin (which
changed its name to Goldberg Weprin
Finkel Goldstein LLP after the sale)
represented the buyer, 319 Bowery
NY, LLC.
According to an article on Curbed.
com, the purchasing entity is affiliated
with landlord Steve Croman.
Mr. Bailey said Mr. Amato negotiated a
leaseback with the buyer for his company
through June. Its final performance, of
“The Marriage of Figaro,” on May 31.
“Mr. Amato believed that if he wasn’t
involved in the day-to-day plans then
the opera wouldn’t be as good as it’s
been for the past 60 years,” Mr. Bailey
said. “This wasn’t just a bar or a place
to hear music. This was an institution.
Where else can you go to see an opera
for $35 and see such quality work?”
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he curtain will close on the
Amato Opera’s long run at 319
T
Bowery as the company’s theater has

Anthony Amato, above, has sold the Amato Opera House
at 319 Bowery.
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